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Proposed draft Utter of Eastern Tobacco Company 


The Eastern Tobacco Company as die leading Tobacco company in the Egyptian uiatka 
and the major partner of all Intcmaticual Tobacco Companies* expresses Us concern about 
certain untrue and outrageous statetpents appearing m the November 29,1992 Al-Ahram 
editorial by Mr, Salah Montasscr; Mr. Montassa febciy accuses United States tobacco 
companies of adding "some kind of drug 1 * to cigarettes marketed in the Third World that 
would cause aiuokcrs to becoma 'addicted" to cigarettes. Such irresponsible allegations 
are completely unfounded. 


The fact is that since 1986 all a-ixU-S. cigarette manufacturers submitted to the U.S. 


manufacture of these cigarettes. The TJiS. Deportment of Health and Human Services has 
expressed no concerns regarding fifty ingredient on these lists. The international brands 
manufactured exclusively by Eastern and sold in Egypt uses only ingredients appearing on 


the U.S. list. 


Ingredients have been added to tobacco for hundreds of yearn for the purpose of enhancing 
the natural flavors of tobacco and maintaining the proper moisture level. Such ingredients 
have along history of use in foods, beverages and other consumer products as well and 
have been 

reviewed and approved for use in these products by ; vvariety of professional organizations 
and governmental agencies. 


It is also entirely untrue that my Stale in the United Stales has banned advertising for 
cigarettes. The United States continues to recognise the right of manufacturers to provide 
and consumers to receive a wide spectrum of communications concerning cigarettes as do 
the vast majority of countries in the world. 


Furthermore, tb® Eastern Tobacco Company disagrees with the categorisation of cigarette 
smoking os an "addiction". Millions of people in the uaorid have quit smoking: The vast 
majority have quit based on their personal decisions to do so without reliance on any 
fo.mal smoking ct***tinn program. Clearly, smoking is truly a maner of personal choice 
and the custom can ba stopped if and when a person decides to quit There is notfeiog In 
cigarettes which interferes with a smoker’s ability to decide to stop smoking and to cany 
ouuhat choice. 


These completely unjustified accusations aie of grave concern io us. We strongly feel 
that such generalized anu^wnoklng propaganda is a deliberate attempt lu mislead cigarette 
consumers 
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